
 
Saturday 1st – Almighty God, we thank you for another New Year. 
In your mercy, strengthen us for whatever 2022 brings and provide 
for our needs, as you know best. Help us to acknowledge you as 
Lord of our lives and enable us to live for you every day of this new 
year. 
 
Sunday 2nd – Remember in prayer today the Simon Community, 
especially in their work in supported accommodation projects for 
16 to 21-year-old Care leavers. Pray that these young people will 
get the support and respect they need to grow in confidence, as 
they make the move towards independent adulthood. Pray for 
Godly influences on the lives of these young people, to help them 
make healthy choices, especially where alcohol and drugs are 
concerned. 
 
Monday 3rd – We remember Hayley Cullen in our prayers 
today.  We thank God for her dedication to our children’s and 
young people’s ministry, especially during these past couple of 
years when so much has had to be carried out online. Thank God 
for her ability to engage with the children and young people in 
Muckamore with great enthusiasm. Praise God that so many of us 
have been encouraged or challenged in our faith through what she 
has said from the front during recent services.  
 
Tuesday 4th- Remember in prayer our Girls’ Brigade company. Give 
thanks for the loyalty of leaders and girls over the last year. Ask 
God to give leaders wisdom as they find creative ways to engage 
with the girls and encourage them in their friendships and 
faith.May the leaders feel encouraged and enthusiastic and clearly 
hear God ‘s voice guiding and directing them in their plans.  
 
Wednesday 5th- We are very pleased in Muckamore to know that 
things are moving according to plan in relation to the appointment 
of a new minister. Sadly we are not the only congregation in the 
Templepatrick Presbytery who are without a minister at  
the present time. Not only in our Presbytery but throughout 
Northern Ireland there are quite a number of vacant 
congregations. Please pray that God's plan for each congregation is 
fulfilled and that they will all soon have a new Minister, however, 
in the meantime pray that everyone will work together to support 
their Church. 
 
Thurday 6th –Today the worldwide Church celebrates Epiphany, 
when the Wise Men came to visit the young child, Jesus. Give 
thanks today that in Jesus Christ the LORD revealed himself to all 
nations and peoples. Pray for courage to make God’s “name great 
among the nations” this year (Malachi 1v11). 
 

Friday 7th- Farming continues to be going through a very difficult 
time. Raw material prices, including feeding stuffs, fertilizer and 
fuel have all rocketed in price this winter leading to many 
enterprises losing money. In addition "Bird Flu"has arrived leading 
to the slaughter of all affected units. Labour shortages in abattoirs 
has meant many animals are unable to be slaughtered, especially  
pigs. Please pray for farmers in these very unusual times. 
  
Saturday 8th- Continue to pray for the NHS especially amidst the 
increasing Covid numbers probably associated with the Omicron 
variant. Pray for the current pressure on GPs and hospitals and that 
elective hospital procedures would go ahead. Please pray for 
protection for the emergency services. 
 
Sunday 9th - Please pray for the Reverend Stephen Lockington as 
he leads our service today. May the Holy Spirit use his words to 
speak to our hearts in order to encourage us at the start of the 
year; also pray for him as our Vacancy Convenor  and the 
additional time and other demands this brings.  
 
Monday 10th -No one would have thought that almost two years 
on we are still in the middle of a pandemic. At the end of 2021 
schools were suffering greatly because of Covid, with many pupils 
and staff off and a new variant occurring. The N. H. S. 
is still under great pressure. Even those fully vaccinated can catch 
or pass on the virus. Please pray for healing for all those suffering 
at present from Covid, especially those in hospital and in Intensive 
Care. Also pray that all those still unvaccinated will see the need to 
get it to protect themselves and all those around them. 
 
Tuesday 11th- We think of overseas mission, and today we pray 
especially for our PCI personnel in Portugal, James and Heather 
Cochrane with their daughters Alana and Lucy.  Pray for the small 
church, Comunidade Pedras Vivas, and all who worship there on 
Sundays. Pray that the small study groups will be an effective 
means of bringing many Portuguese people to a living faith in 
Christ.  Pray for Chris and Rachel Humphries and their children who 
are currently on home assignment. We pray for rest, refreshment 
and blessing as they share with others about their work in Porto. 
 
Wednesday 12th  –Give thanks for the encouragement we have 
enjoyed from the teachings at Midweek sessions given by Rev 
Robert Bell. As we work through this period of vacancy pray that 
Midweeks will be well attended, a source of help and fellowship 
and that God will direct us on the right path. Psalm 25. 
 
Thursday 13th – BB is due to start back this evening. Please pray 
for safety and protection for all the boys and their leaders as Covid 
cases continue to rise. We give thanks that the company was able 
to meet in person between October and December and for the 

opportunity to reconnect with all the boys. Pray that BB will be 
able to continue this year and help all involved to navigate their 
way through these uncertain times. 
 
Friday 14th- We remember the people we know who are suffering 
from Dementia.  This illness can be very debilitating and may last 
for many years, and so we pray for those who are currently 
suffering from dementia, that you would give them peace.  We 
pray for carers who have lovingly, and with great devotion, 
watched over family members in their care.  We pray for patience, 
strength and wisdom as they carry out their daily tasks.  May they 
know that God understands how they feel, and that He cares 
deeply for each one affected by this illness.     
 
Saturday 15th – We give thanks for all the preparatory work 
carried out by the Property Committee in relation to the 
refurbishment of the Manse. Give thanks that there is sufficient 
money in the Development Fund to cover this essential work to 
provide a welcoming family home for our new Minister. We pray 
for the work as it commences and that all contracts will be 
completed in a timely and professional manner. 
 
Sunday 16th- Remember our God is God of the big and the small. 
We give thanks that the crèche is now running for the youngest 
members of our church family and for Jess and everyone who 
supervises on the crèche rota . We pray that this will be an 
important ministry to parents and young children and that through 
introduction to the church in childhood many of these little ones 
may come to know Jesus personally as their Saviour. 
 
Monday 17th –– This is thought to be the most depressing day of 
the year and is referred to as "Blue Monday." For some this may 
last for much longer than one day. This year more than any other, 
the need for us to look after our mental health and support each 
other is so important. Poor Mental Health is the greatest public 
health challenge facing our generation. Please pray for 
comfort and relief for those challenged by serious mental and 
emotional illnesses. Pray that the power of healing will be given to 
those ministering to the needs of Mental Health. 
 
Tuesday 18th- We thank God for young couples who have been 
married recently, with all the added pressures that a ‘Covid 
wedding’ can bring.  We pray for those planning to get married 
over the next few months.  Pray that God will be with them as they 
make decisions and that they will remember to seek His will in 
their thinking and planning amidst all the excitement.  
 

Wednesday 19th - Pray for members of the Kirk Session as three of 
them plan to meet the Linkage Commission in Church House as 
they seek to obtain permission to call a new minister. Please pray 



for the preparation that has taken place and that the meeting will 
go well and that a positive result will be given. 
 
Thursday 20th- Sing to the LORD, all the earth; proclaim his 
salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his 
marvellous deeds among all peoples. For great is the LORD and 
most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods.1 
Chronicles 16 v23-25    
 
Friday 21st – January is often a difficult month for many. After the 
excitement of Christmas the reality of debt,isolation and poor 
mental health may be heightened. Christians against Poverty 
provide free debt help and local community groups across the UK. 
Pray for them as they provide practical and emotional support to 
those who are struggling and show them how there is always hope 
in Jesus. 
 
Saturday 22nd- Remember to uphold older people in our prayers; 
that they would be aware of God’s love supporting and 
encouraging them at this difficult time along with support from the 
church family. Grant all of the elderly improved health, safe living 
conditions and a supportive community and we give thanks that 
they are able to enjoy friendship and compassion through the 
Coffee Mornings and Friendship Club.  
 
Sunday 23rd – “ Here I am to Worship”- help us all to come to 
worship with a sense of reverence and humility. Our service today 
is led by John Woodside.  Think of those who may not be able to 
meet in person ;those facing illness and difficult circumstances and 
help us to encourage each other having heard John’s message and 
teaching from God’s Word. 
 
Monday 24th –Pray today for international students who attend 
university in Northern Ireland. There are over 7000 non-EU 
students attending Queen’s or Ulster. Pray for churches and 
missionary groups who reach out to them and support them in 
both spiritual and practical ways. Pray for wisdom and timeliness 
as they share the Gospel message and answer questions truthfully 
and in a caring way. 
 
Tuesday 25th – For many this past Christmas has been difficult 
time with the absence of a loved one .Many have lost a loved one 
and not been able to be with them in those last days or hours 
because of Covid. Please pray that they will feel the comfort  
of God's love and find help from Him to face each new day. Pray 
that when sorrow surrounds anyone they will feel God's peace in a 
very special way. 
 
 Wednesday 26th - Today we thank God for the privilege of having a 
good education system in our country.  We also think about 

countries where there is no readily available or free education.  We 
thank God for charitable organisations which help to raise money 
to provide children with good education.  We pray that education 
may become more widely available so that many more possibilities 
are opened up to give young people and adults the means of a 
sustainable livelihood. 
 

Thursday 27th – We pray for Hayley Cullen in her new job with 
Youth for Christ in Ballyclare.  Thank God that He has chosen her 
for this strategic role in the Ballyclare area.  We pray for Hayley as 
she settles into her new work environment, that she will quickly 
get to know other staff and volunteers, and that she will build up 
strong relationships with the young people in her care.  Pray that 
Hayley will know God’s presence, strength and wisdom in 
everything she does, and as she helps young people find Jesus, 
follow Jesus and join His family.  
 

Friday 28th- Pray for countries around the world where people are 
starving and as temperatures drop to -20 degrees many homeless 
and severely malnourished people are living in desperate 
conditions. Tearfund have launched an appeal for Afghanistan 
which is in crisis. Please pray for those who feel helpless to provide 
warmth, shelter and food for their families and for emergency 
relief organisations who make a difference by providing food 
packages and winter kits. 
 

Saturday 29th – During this National Storytelling Week, pray for 
boldness to share the greatest story ever told, about Jesus and his 
love. Ask God to prompt us and give us opportunities to share 
stories of moments when God has been at work in our lives, with 
family, friends, colleagues, neighbours and even strangers. Ask for 
courage and grace to tell of God’s faithfulness and love. 
 
 

Sunday 30th- –Our speaker today is Rev George Moore. Pray that 
each person would listen to God speaking to us through the 
sermon, prayers and praise. As we look forward to a new year and 
changes that it will bring ask God to grant us endurance, 
encouragement and unity personally but also as a congregation, so 
we may all glorify and honour God in words and deeds. 
 
 

Monday 31st – Yesterday was World Leprosy Day, please pray for 
those afflicted with this disease especially considering the impact 
of the condition on their mental health. Pray for those who 
advocate for sufferers as they try to correct myths and reduce the 
stigma associated with this condition. 
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This diary is designed to help you to pray 

for the life of our congregation.  We 
would encourage you to take it and use 

it on a daily basis, asking God for His 
hand in all that we are and do.  

 
Scripture Reflection 

 
The Lord your God is with you, 

He is mighty to save. 
 

Zephaniah Ch 3 v 17 


