
Family Worship – Sunday 24th May 2020 
Good morning everyone!  Thank you for joining us this week as we spend some time 
together as families and individuals in worship.  We hope you’ll find the contents of this 
“Family Worship” outline meaningful and helpful as we meet ‘together’ in our various home 
settings and discover lessons to be learned from the life experiences of the apostle Peter.   

If you have internet access, here’s a song to enjoy together – it’s a great song of praise that 
declares “Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord!”  It’s called “Everlasting God” and you 
can watch/listen/join in here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5gFdDhv2KP4  

If you don’t have internet access, please play a suitable track from one of your CDs.   

Please pray together, thanking God for being the everlasting God who doesn’t change and 
who doesn’t grow faint or weary and who defends the weak, comforts those in need and 
lifts us up on wings like eagles.  Ask him to be with us as we read and think about what he 
says to us through the Bible passage we’re looking at this morning.   

Bible Reading:  Acts 5:12-42  
If there’s more than one of you, maybe you could take it in turn to read a verse or two each? 

If you have internet access, please go to our Facebook page where you will find a video from 

Peter that includes the Devotion and a prayer.  The video can be found here:  
www.facebook.com/muckamorepc  

If you don’t have internet access, here’s Peter’s Devotion for you to read: 

Acts 5:12-42  Flogging a dead horse  
If, as we said last week, courts can be very intimidating places, prisons are infinitely more so 
– at least, that’s how it feels to me.  I’ve been in prison twice – no, no, no, not as a prisoner, 
before you get any ideas, but as a visitor.  Mind you, I must admit, I was really beginning to 
think I wasn’t getting out the day I went to see a man in Maghaberry.  The two of us had 
been sitting alone for the visit in a small room that had two doors.  At the end of the time, 
an officer came in one door and took the prisoner away with him, leaving the door open 
behind him.  I thought, what do I do now?  Do I go out the same door?  I poked my head out 
to see what was there but quickly decided to go back in because I really didn’t want to go 
down that corridor after them!  So I sat down again and waited – and waited – and waited – 
until after what seemed like an hour but was only about 5 minutes, another officer came in 
the other door and said, “I suppose you thought we’d forgotten about you?”  Boy, was I glad 
to follow him out to freedom!  So, I can imagine how the apostle Peter must’ve felt the 
second time he was in prison and found himself being led out to freedom by what Acts 5:19 
describes as “an angel of the Lord”.  The officer at Maghaberry felt like an angel to me but 
he was just following procedure and I just had to be patient but for Peter, it was a very 
different experience.  You see, the Sanhedrin, the Jewish Ruling Council, was beginning to 
ramp up their opposition to what Peter and the other apostles were doing.  They were 
attracting more and more of a following among the ordinary people in Jerusalem – in fact, 
they were starting to take on a kind of celebrity status because of the amazing things they 
were doing.  Healing the disabled man at the Temple was incredible in itself, but the whole 
business with Ananias & Sapphira that’s described in the early part of Acts 5, really took 
things up a notch and people began to regard them as demi-gods, with superstitions to 
match as they laid sick people on mats in the street in the hope that Peter’s shadow might 
fall on them as he walked passed believing that if it did, the person would be healed!  
Powerful stuff, eh?  No wonder the authorities were getting so hot under the collar!  
Nobody had ever thought of them like that – and they were jealous; bitterly jealous.  So 
they arrested the apostles and threw them into prison.  But during the night, the Lord 
intervened and all of them were brought out under the very noses of their guards who were 
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totally oblivious to what was happening.  The next bit of the story makes me laugh – who 
says the Lord doesn’t have a sense of humour?  Who says there’s no humour in the Bible?  
Think about it – the apostles are brought out of the prison during the night and the very 
next morning go to their usual spot at the southern part of the Temple grounds called 
Solomon’s Colonnade and begin to teach the people again just as they’d been doing the 
previous day when they’d been arrested.  Meanwhile, in an enclosed area in another part of 
the Temple grounds, the Sanhedrin assembled in their usual chamber to have the apostles 
brought before them for another hearing at the very same time as the apostles were 
teaching just a stone’s throw away!  As soon as everyone’s present, they send the guard to 
bring the apostles from prison but, of course, when the officers get to the jail, the apostles 
aren’t there!  Back they come telling the authorities “we found the place securely locked, 
with the guards standing at the doors but when we opened them, we found no one inside!”  
And while the officials are trying to make sense of things, someone bounces in and 
announces “The men you put in jail are standing at the other end of the Temple courts 
teaching the people!”  Come on, you have to see the funny side of it, don’t you?  They’ve 
been made to look complete fools – and they’re raging!  Like me, God’s laughing at them!  It 
reminds me of Ps 2 where the Lord laughs at the kings and rulers who conspire against him 
and his anointed one!  They’re doing it here in Acts 5 – conspiring against the Lord’s 
anointed one, Jesus, by trying to silence his followers who’ve been commissioned to carry 
on the work he’d begun.  Some of the temple guards manage to hustle the apostles away 
from the crowd and bring them to the Sanhedrin’s chamber to be questioned by the high 
priest.  “We gave you strict orders never again to teach in this man’s name!” he begins.  
“Instead, you’ve filled Jerusalem with your teaching about him, and are determined to make 
us responsible for his death!”  Well, I mean, if the cap fits…  
Peter immediately comes back at him, hitting him hard without a second thought for his 
own safety: “It’s God we must obey – the God of our Fathers who raised Jesus from the dead.  
You had him hanged on a tree but God exalted him as Prince and Saviour to give his people 
the gift of a changed life and sins forgiven.  We’re witnesses of these things – and so is the 
Holy Spirit whom God gives to those who obey him”.  Talk about a red rag to a bull?  If they 
were angry before, they blew a gasket this time!  Only for one of the Pharisees on the 
council, a man called Gamaliel, a respected teacher of all things Torah – the books of 
Genesis to Deuteronomy that sit at the heart of Jewish belief and practice – only for 
Gamaliel, the apostles were dead men.  His intervention saw them flogged in an attempt to 
drive home the message not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus and then released.  
But don’t be deceived by Gamaliel, here.  He was no friend of the apostles; or of Jesus – let 
me tell you why.   
In keeping with the way Rabbis typically argue their point of view, Gamaliel reminded the 
council of a couple of different incidents from history where men had tried to lead revolts 
against the authorities but failed.  And then he did what people can be really good at doing 
– he dressed up his own very human perspective in godly-sounding tones: “if someone’s 
purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail.  But if it’s from God, no one will be able to 
stop them and anyone who opposes them will find themselves not fighting against them but 
against God”.  Sounds right, doesn’t it?  But sounding right doesn’t make it right.  Lots of 
Christian people ever since have taken what he said as a principle to help decide whether 
something being suggested or done is of God or not - but things aren’t always as clear cut as 
that implies.  And anyway, how long are we supposed to wait to see whether something 
stands or falls before we decide it’s of God or not?  A month?  A year?  A lifetime?  Truth 
doesn’t always prevail in this life.  Good doesn’t always win over evil.  Captain/Colonel Tom 
says: “Tomorrow will be a good day” which is great, except for one thing: “Tomorrow never 
comes”!  Don’t be fooled by Gamaliel’s or anyone else’s pious sounding arguments to justify 
their point of view.  Always go back to the truth; to what God says.  And what does God say 
to the Sanhedrin?  Jesus is the Prince and Saviour that people need for a changed life and 



the forgiveness of their sins.  Gamaliel didn’t accept that.  The evidence of Jesus’ ministry, 
his resurrection and of the Holy Spirit’s presence and power in Peter and the other apostles 
wasn’t enough for Gamaliel.  What makes me say that?  Interestingly, another apostle had 
been a disciple of Gamaliel – Paul – and he tells us in Acts 22 that under the exacting eye of 
Rabbi Gamaliel, he’d been thoroughly instructed in Jewish religious traditions and, like all 
good Pharisees, had become extremely keen to honour God in everything he did – exactly as 
Rabbi Gamaliel had taught him.  But he’d overlooked one thing: Jesus.  And it wasn’t until 
Paul met Jesus for himself on the road to Damascus that he came to see how wrong he’d 
been.  Being the good disciple he was, that tells me that his master, Rabbi Gamaliel, had 
instilled in Paul the very same mindset he himself had when it came to Jesus - he’d rejected 
any notion that Jesus could possibly be the longed-for Messiah of the OT.  And that’s what 
lay behind Gamaliel’s intervention in the Sanhedrin that day.  He was quite prepared to sit in 
judgement over Jesus; he’d no difficulty whatsoever in putting Jesus in the same category as 
the two other failed visionaries he mentioned.  Gamaliel was no friend of Jesus or his 
followers standing before the council that day.  Don’t be fooled.  He wasn’t telling the 
council they were flogging a dead horse – quite the opposite.  He was telling them not to 
worry because, in his view, none of what Peter and the rest were saying or doing was true – 
as time would tell. 
Folks, there are lots of Gamaliels around in our own day and generation; lots of people who 
dress things up in godly-sounding tones that are very persuasive – persuasive but not true.  
All roads to lead to heaven.  All religions worship the same God.  I don’t need to go to a 
church; I can worship God by getting close to nature.  Jesus was just a prophet.  Jesus was 
just a good man.  It doesn’t matter whether you’re a Muslim, a Christian or a Jew - when 
you believe in God, you should believe that all people are part of one family.  These are the 
kind of things people say - but what does Jesus say?  “I am the true and living way; no one 
comes to God except through me”, Jn 14:6.  And what does God say?  “Salvation is found in 
no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people by which we must be 
saved”.  And what do you say?  Do you believe what Jesus says?  What God says?  Are you 
prepared to sit in judgement over Jesus or let him rule over you?  Gamaliel was right in one 
thing: what is ‘of God’ is bound to stand, even if the whole world is against him.  And so 
faith in God can - and ought - to remain unshaken in the face of opposition from wherever it 
comes – human or otherwise.  God reigns, no matter what, so put your trust in him.  When 
the world, the flesh and the devil throw their worst at you, remember this: God has given 
you his best – Jesus – and nothing’s a match for him!    

Now watch/listen/sing along with this song in which we say: “I could never keep my hold 
through life's fearful path…he must hold me fast” – it’s called “He must hold me fast” and 
here’s the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BP0dtwXWQ_M   

If you don’t have internet access, please play a suitable track from one of your CDs.   

Please pray for others as you finish: 

1) the family of one of our older members, Mrs Jean Clyde, who died on Monday past and 
was buried on Thursday;   
2) continue to pray for Hannah Smyth (5), critically injured in the collision near Ballycastle 
recently – she remains seriously ill in hospital; 
3) the family of Andrew Abraham who died as the result of an accident on his farm on 
Thursday past; 
4) the residents (and their families) being moved from Clifton House Nursing Home in 

Belfast as a result of concerns about how the Covid-19 outbreak was being handled; 
5) the members of our congregation as the lockdown restrictions continue. 

Thanks for following this outline for Family Worship – may you know God’s presence and 
sustaining grace with you in the week ahead.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BP0dtwXWQ_M


Activity for Children: (thanks, Hayley!) 

Some weeks we have built things, other weeks we have carried out an experiment. This 
morning we are going to do some building & an experiment! So, before we start you will 
need to grab a few things: (I have included a few different options depending on what you 
have in your homes) 
 

- Lego/ Duplo/ Stones 
- Paper/cardboard  
- 2 Tupperware boxes /lunchbox/ baking tray  
- Hairdryer/ fan  
- Watering can/ spray bottle of water/ glass of water  
- Stopwatch  

 
With your kids build 1 house out of Lego/Duplo/Stones and build another house out of 
paper/light cardboard. You can take as much time to do this as you would like. So if your 
children would like to decorate their paper house then they can do that. When your children 

have finished building and decorating their houses place them in a Tupperware container 
each).  
 
Before we start the experiment part of our activity ask your children: 

1) Which house do you think is the strongest?  

 
Then using your hairdryer and watering can, have some fun creating wind and rain to throw 
over your houses. If there is more than one child, the other children can be making rain and 

noise sounds by clapping and whistling to add to the sensory experience. You can use the 
stopwatch to compare how long it takes for the houses to fall, or to measure if they can stay 
standing for 2 minutes.  
 
If all goes to plan, your paper/cardboard house will fall. Ask your children: 

1) Why do you think this house fell down? 
2) Why do you think the other house stayed standing?  

 
Jesus told a story about two houses, but different to our Lego and paper houses, one was 
built on a rock and the other was built on sand. This parable of the Two Builders is found in 
Matthew 7:24-29 & Luke 6:46-49. I encourage you to read this passage as a family and then 
watch ‘The Parable of the two builders’ by Saddleback kids.  You’ll find the video here: 
https://youtu.be/I6S3cRVLMFQ  
 

A few weeks ago, we built forts and that helped us think about what we build our life on. 

This parable from the bible and today’s activity encourages us to think about this again as 
Jesus reveals his power and strength, and that is true for everything that comes from him, 
including his words. When we choose to follow Jesus everyday, that means that we want to 
live the way he tells us to, to trust that he knows better than we do. We know that we can 
find this difficult at times, as not everybody around us believes in God and as we thought 
about last week, some people don’t like that we love God and they don’t want us to tell 
others, and this can make it really hard.  Jesus wasn’t using this parable to say that those 
who follow him will also find it really easy, but he was showing that everything about him 

and everything he tells us can never be knocked down, as he is stronger and more powerful 
than anything else.  Your paper house fell down today because it was too weak to keep 
standing when the hairdryer blew against it and the water poured out from the watering 
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can. It wouldn’t have mattered how long you spent building it from paper, it wasn’t built 
from the right things and because of that it would never be enough. God is enough for us, 

he is everything that we need, and no matter what is said against him his words will always 
be true.  
 
I hope you enjoy today’s family activity and please send in pictures of your houses to Hayley 
(07598329604) and they will be uploaded to the Church Facebook page. 


