
Monday 1st- It’s General Assembly week – but not as we know it!  Due 
to the current Coronavirus pandemic, a small 25 person Standing 
Commission of the General Assembly has been appointed to transact 
necessary business and it will meet, by video conference, on Tues 2nd 
and Wed 3rd June, to do so.  Rev David Bruce will be installed as our 
new Moderator in a special event, which will be livestreamed from 
Assembly Buildings in Belfast tonight at 7.00pm.  Please pray for all 
who will participate in these events, asking God to refocus all of us in 
the church on what is really important – his Son Jesus and the work of 
His Kingdom – and to help us to learn to walk even more closely with 
Him.   

Tuesday 2nd - Remember teachers and pupils in prayer today. Pray as 
they keep going with on-line learning and adapt and submit work in a 
different way than was originally intended. Pray for wisdom as teachers 
and lecturers submit assessment grades, especially for GCSE, AS, A 
Level and college and university courses. Ask God to comfort and 
encourage our young people in this situation, to trust that God is bigger 
than all of this disruption and that HIS plans will prosper and succeed.  

Wednesday 3rd –Sadly at this time there are people who were 
scheduled to have operations which have now been put on hold 
because of the coronavirus epidemic. Give thanks for the kidney 
transplants that we have heard of on the news that were  
able to go ahead and pray that they will have full recoveries. Please 
pray that it won't be long before other operations and medical 
procedures can go ahead. Also pray that those waiting will be free from 
pain and that their conditions will remain stable. 
 
Thursday 4th- This is a very difficult time for anyone isolating on their 
own. It can be very lonely and with no one being able to call and visit 
or maybe take them out they have to depend on phone calls to hear a 
friendly voice. Please pray that they will feel safe and know that people 
are thinking of them and that people  
will ring them up for a chat. Please pray that they will not be afraid to 
ring someone when they feel lonely and that they will feel God's 
presence with them protecting them. 
 
Friday 5th- June is a popular time for weddings in Northern Ireland. Due 
to government restrictions weddings, as planned by couples, cannot 
take place. Please pray for the couples whose wedding have been 
postponed. Ask God to guide them as they decide on how to best 
organise their wedding for a future date , in the knowledge that social 
distancing will be with us for some time and the difficulties that 
presents for groups of people to meet. 
 
Saturday 6th - During the coronavirus lockdown many people have 
become more aware of nature and the natural beauty of God’s 
creation.Thank God for the surrounding us with flora, animals and birds 
as well as the beautiful landscape of our local area.Pray that the sight 
and sounds of nature will continue to uplift us as we journey through 
this pandemic. 

Sunday 7th -During this lockdown, people may be finding they have 
more time to spend with the Lord. If that is the case, pray that those 
people would grow in their relationship with the Lord and that this 
would lead to amazing work being carried out by God's people, that 
their fruits of the spirit would grow and that all these things would 
result in bringing glory to the Lord. If some people are struggling to get 
time to spend with God, pray for them, that they may get more 
opportunities to have quiet times and that they would feel God close to 
them during the busyness of their lives. 
 
Monday 8th – Pray for people who work in residential and nursing 
homes, as well as all the residents. The homes have become the 
frontline over the past few weeks, where staff are having to deal with 
ill patients, patients passing away and trying to cut down the spread of 
the virus. It has been a very challenging time for everyone involved. 
Pray that more PPE would become available and that the government 
and local communities would support them as best as they can. Pray 
for God's loving hand to protect the vulnerable. 
 
Tuesday 9th- In these very  uncertain  times with schools closed sadly 
there are children who are in vulnerable positions. There are children 
on registers who fall into this category and for whom the safest place 
to be is in school. Please pray for the safety of these children and that 
the people who need to keep in touch with them will be able to do so. 
Please also pray for teachers who are concerned for these children. 
Pray also for wisdom for those making decisions of how and when to 
reopen schools and for the safety of all involved. 
 
Wednesday 10th - Pray for the many community groups and 
community helpers who have volunteered to deliver essential goods 
and medication to the vulnerable within our society. 
Thank God for the kindness shown by these volunteers, without whom 
many elderly and chronically ill people would have little human contact 
during the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Thursday 11th - Pray for scientists all around the world who are trying 
to discover a vaccine for the coronavirus. Pray that God would help 
them to figure this out and that everything would be done in 
accordance to the will of God. Read Romans 8:28: "And we know that 
in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have 
been called according to His purpose." Pray also for God's perfect 
timing in all of this.  
 
Friday 12th  - With  the  recent  pandemic  many people have been put 
on furlough or are living not knowing if there will be a job for them 
when it is all over.Give thanks that the furlough scheme has now been 
extended to the end of October. Hopefully this will help save jobs in 
the community. Please pray for anyone who is facing job uncertainty 
and that the economy will slowly recover. 

Saturday 13th - Our ‘Big Brekkie’ event in support of Christian Aid was 
to have been held this morning.  Please give thanks for everyone 
involved in the work of Christian Aid at home and around the world 

through its many partner churches and organisations in alleviating 
poverty and bringing hope to people living in some of the most 
challenging conditions imaginable.  Pray especially for their response to 
the current Covid-19 pandemic among people with little or no hygiene 
and health facilities.  Give thanks for the alternative fundraiser taken 
on by Gareth Dunlop who has been doing a 410 mile virtual cycle from 
Mizen Head to Malin Head. Pray that God would bless him and give 
him the stamina to finish the challenge. 
(https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gd-virtual-mizmal) 

Sunday 14th- We’re really missing out on having our children lead our 
worship today but let’s make it ‘Children’s Day’ anyway by praying for 
all the children connected with our fellowship.  Give thanks for the 
lessons they have been learning through the worship activities 
provided for each Sunday by our Youth Worker, Hayley, and for the 
smiles they’ve brought to our faces through the pictures they’ve sent in 
for our Facebook page.  Pray that families will spend time together in 
worship each Sunday during this period of lockdown and be drawn 
closer to God and each other.   

Monday 15th - To lose a loved one at the present time is very 
distressing. Not being able to have friends and family come and 
comfort or to be able to go and give that comfort and support to others 
is very difficult. It is very distressing not to be able to have a proper 
funeral where many can come to express their sympathy and support 
the bereaved. Please pray for those who have lost a loved one in recent 
weeks. Pray that they will know that many are thinking and praying 
for them at this time and that they will feel God's presence. 
 
Tuesday 16th - Take time today to pray for parents who are home 
schooling their children. It can be a challenge trying to juggle school 
work, personal work, household chores, etc. Some parents are 
managing well while others may be finding it a struggle either with one 
parent out working or trying to manage home working with childcare. 
Pray that parents and children would get along well with each other 
and would have all the patience they need throughout the day. Pray 
that each person would find a bit of time to relax, read the bible, do a 
bit of exercise and have some fun as well. 
 
 Wednesday 17th The Macmillan Unit has been relocated to the Mid-
Ulster Hospital site in Magherafelt during the Coronavirus pandemic to 
free up space in Antrim Hospital.  Please pray for the staff who’ve had 
to get used to working in unfamiliar surroundings; for patients who 
can’t enjoy the purpose-built facilities of the Unit in Antrim; and for 
families who haven’t been able to support loved ones in the way they 
normally would’ve been before the pandemic.  Pray that it won’t be 
long until the Unit is able to return to Antrim once again.   
 
Thursday 18th –Even before the pandemic that we are all now living 
through many families were living on low incomes. These families are 
now struggling along with many others who have now to depend on 
food vouchers or food banks. Families with children on free meals  are 
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now finding it difficult providing proper nourishing meals for the whole 
family. Give thanks for the many charities and volunteers providing 
food parcels. Please pray that this vital work will continue and the 
necessary finances are made available. 
 
Friday 19th - Please pray for the scientists and researchers throughout 
the world and particularly in the UK who are working at speed to 
develop a vaccine and treatment for coronavirus.Thank God for the 
volunteers who have come forward for the human trials of the vaccine 
and treatments for the virus.Thank God for the international 
pharmaceutical firms who are collaborating with the UK government to 
produce a vaccine if and when it is developed. 
 
Saturday 20th – Remember the teenagers in our congregation at this 
time. Many will be thriving with technology and social media, but many 
may be struggling with isolation from their peers, on-line learning, no 
final class trips, photos and even exams. Give thanks for how our youth 
leaders are connecting with them and pray that they, along with 
everyone else, will know that God has a purpose and plan for good in 
all our lives. (Jeremiah 29 v 11)  
 
Sunday 21st- Today is Fathers’ Day! However we celebrate and 
remember this today, let us give thanks and pray for fathers! Ask God 
to help them be good role models for their children. Pray that God 
would give them grace and patience as many spend more time than 
usual at home with their children. 
 
Monday 22nd –. At this time of year many people of all ages are 
preparing to take part, either as leaders or participants, in many 
summer outreach missions and camps. These are such an amazing 
source of learning and fellowship for all those who take part. Pray for 
what will be a very different summer this year as these missions and 
camps have had to be cancelled. Pray that the Christian faith will still 
spread and grow as people find new ways to connect and inspire each 
other in Jesus’ name.  
 
Tuesday 23rd – Pray for our family, friends and neighbours who have 
been sources of encouragement during these difficult days. 
Pray for those who have been struggling to cope over the past few 
months. Ask God to be with these people and give us ways to help 
carry their burdens until times of joy return. 1 Thessalonians 5 v 11 
“And so encourage one another and help one another, just as you are 
now doing” GNB  

Wednesday 24th- Another casualty of Covid-19 has been the provision 
for adults with learning disabilities within Adult Centres managed by 
Social Care Trusts.  Please pray for those who normally attend the 
Centres each day who are unable to understand what’s happening – 
why they can’t be with their friends; why they have to stay at home; 
why the centres are closed.  Please pray that these folks won’t become 
frustrated, anxious or depressed as a result of not being able to go to 
the Centres.  Give thanks for all that staff are doing to support families 
as best they can.  Pray for parents, many of whom are, themselves, 

older and less able than they used to be – asking for patience and 
energy to meet the constant demands of caring for their adult children 
without the usual outside help.   

Thursday 25th – At this time of year, schools are trying to balance their 
finances and organise their budgets. This year, in this time of great 
uncertainty, pray that God will strengthen and give wisdom to DENI, 
management teams and teachers as they prepare for the next school 
year. 
 
Friday 26t-- Thank God that during this lockdown period we have 
continued to be able to purchase the food we need. Thank God for all 
of the food we have and for all the people involved in the food supply 
chain from farmers through to delivery drivers and shops. Thank God 
that they continue to work hard to make sure we have food on our 
tables and ask God to protect them during this challenging time.  
 
Saturday 27th- During the lockdown period the authorities have seen a 
marked increase in reporting of Domestic Abuse. 
Please pray for anyone who has been the victim of domestic abuse and 
has suffered in silence rather than ask for help.Ask God to be with the 
families of the victims especially children who may witness violent 
behaviour in the home. Thank God for the specialist organisations like 
Women’s aid and the Men’s Advisory Project NI who support victims of 
Domestic Abuse. 
 
Sunday 28th –Take time today to pray for ministers. Their job has 
changed in so many ways. Ministers can now preach to the world, 
rather than being confined to those who enter the building, they can 
enter homes they have never entered before, the church can continue 
to grow and people can still be reached. The church is not a building. 
God's love should be seen at this time and the church can be the 
difference this world needs; the light in the darkness .Great change can 
occur. Nothing is impossible for God. 

Monday 29th - Please continue to pray for everyone connected with 
PCI’s 15 residential homes/units around NI and the RoI – residents, 
staff and families – and for our Executive Staff Team as they oversee 
the work in what have been extremely demanding circumstances as a 
result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  Give thanks for the Lord’s gracious 
provision for this work and for his loving hand on our residents.  Pray 
that staff will continue to provide their usual high standards of loving 
care despite the added pressures and exhausting demands placed upon 
them since the middle of March. 

Tuesday 30th- Pray today for the many Christian organisations who 
have had to suspend or change their work as a result of the virus eg. 
Youth for Christ. Pray for the staff, volunteers and interns who would 
just love to be in the community reaching out to people of all ages who 
need help, support and love to lead them to Jesus. Help them to 
remain connected to their communities and that financial and 
prayerful support will remain through these uncertain times. 
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This diary is designed to help you to pray 
for the life of our congregation.  We would 

encourage you to take it and use it on a 
daily basis, asking God for His hand in all 

that we are and do. 

 
Scripture Reflection  
Psalm 117 

Praise the Lord, all you nations, extol 
Him all you peoples. 
For great is His love towards us and the 
faithfulness of the Lord endures 
forever. 

Praise the Lord. 
 


