
Suggested Outline for Family Worship – Sunday 19th April 2020 
 
Good morning everyone!  I hope you’re keeping well and thank you for joining us this week 
as we spend some time together as families and individuals in worship.  Sadly, we continue 
in lockdown, but at least the weather has been kind to us and allowed us out into the fresh 
air for gardening and other work around the house, walks and cycle rides.  Please continue 
to look out for others, especially folks living close by who are on their own.  And remember 
to include everyone working in the health and social care sectors, including those who 

belong to us in Muckamore.  Give thanks for their commitment to others and pray for 
protection as they go about their work. 
 
If you’ve got internet access, here’s a song to enjoy together – it’s a great song of praise and 
thanks to God for his incredible love for us in the Lord Jesus who is with us every day as we 
trust in him.  It’s “God, you’re good to me” and you can watch/listen/join in by clicking this 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzZiwHjkgOU  

If you don’t have internet access, please play a suitable track from one of your CDs.   
 
Please pray together, giving thanks for all his love and goodness to us and ask God to be 
with us as we read and think about what he says to us through the Bible passage we’re 
looking at this morning.   
 
Bible Reading:  1st Corinthians 15:1-10 (New Living Translation) 
Let me now remind you, dear brothers and sisters, of the Good News I preached to you 

before.  You welcomed it then, and you still stand firm in it.  It is this Good News that saves 
you if you continue to believe the message I told you—unless, of course, you believed 
something that was never true in the first place. 
I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me.  
Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said.  He was buried, and he was raised from 
the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said.  He was seen by Peter and then by the 
Twelve.  After that, he was seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of 

whom are still alive, though some have died.  Then he was seen by James and later by all the 
apostles.  Last of all, as though I had been born at the wrong time, I also saw him.  For I am 
the least of all the apostles.  In fact, I’m not even worthy to be called an apostle after the 
way I persecuted God’s church. 
But whatever I am now, it is all because God poured out his special favour on me—and not 

without results.  For I have worked harder than any of the other apostles; yet it was not I 
but God who was working through me by his grace.   
 
If you have internet access, please click on the link which will take you to our Facebook page 
where you will find a video from Peter that includes the Devotion and a prayer.  The video 
can be found here:  www.facebook.com/muckamorepc  
When the video is finished, please continue to worship together by praying for others and 
watching/singing along with the final song suggestion or a track from one of your own CDs.  
 
If you haven’t internet access, here’s Peter’s Devotion for you to read: 
 
Well, how are you getting on with all this lockdown stuff?  It’s a very different way to live, 
isn’t it?  Are you able to fill your days okay?  By the looks of things, lots of our young folks 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzZiwHjkgOU
http://www.facebook.com/muckamorepc


are keeping themselves busy with the challenges that the Hub leaders have been setting 

them each week.  There was “the most creative toilet roll trick shot”; week two’s was “show 
us how you keep fit” and last week’s was slightly less strenuous – “flip and catch the pens” – 
a real test of skill, but no points for creativity because, as Louise has had to remind them a 

few times, this week “creativity = cheating!  You’ve all been brilliant, young folks, all of you – 
but my absolute favourite so far?  It has to be Jack McNeilly doing squats with his mum 
wrapped around his shoulders – though I agree with Gareth Dunlop who wants to see him 

do it with his dad – I’d pay money to see that!  Keep it up young folks – and parents, too! 

Do you know, I was saying to Sandra the other day when we were out for our walk that 
there must be a lot of people who’ve never spent so much time in their houses as they have 
these past few weeks – they’re actually having to live in them, now, not just sleep in them!  
It’s a whole new world, isn’t it?   
In many ways, I think our current experience helps us appreciate something of how things 
had changed for Jesus’ disciples following the events of that first Easter weekend.  For 
somewhere around three years, the twelve had followed him around wherever he went; 
they’d got used to living in his company and having him with them.  They’d become 

dependent on him in all sorts of ways – that’s how it was for anyone who attached 
themselves to a ‘Rabbi’ as his disciple.  Everything they did revolved around their ‘Master’; 
where he wanted to go; what he wanted to do – and so it was with Jesus’ disciples.  They’d 

got used to having crowds follow them constantly wanting to hear Jesus teach or see him 
perform the signs and wonders for which he’d become so famous; there was never a dull 
moment when Jesus was around.  They were always busy – watching, listening, helping, 
learning.  But all that had changed as a result of the events of that first Easter weekend.  

Yes, Jesus had appeared to his disciples again, but only for short periods of time.  The days 
of being with them constantly were gone.  Now they had to reconcile themselves to brief 
encounters; now they had to work out how they were going to fill their days; now they had 
to discover what being a follower of Jesus really meant – living by faith, trusting him, 
believing he would do for them everything he said would do.  But it was early days for them.  
So much had happened; so much to think about; so much to understand.  They didn’t seem 
to be able to settle themselves; they couldn’t really concentrate on anything in particular; 
waiting, passing the time.  When would he appear again?  Where would he ask them to go?  

What would he tell them to do?   
Perhaps, of them all, the change in everyday life was felt more by Peter than the rest of the 
disciples.  As we saw last week, he’d been involved in so much of what had happened to 
Jesus not just over that Easter weekend but throughout his ministry around Galilee and 
Judea.  And these days without Jesus being with them all day, every day in person, gave him 

time to think and reflect on what he’d done.  “I’ll lay down my life for you” he’d protested 
when Jesus had told his disciples that they’d all forsake him on the night he was betrayed.  

That same night, he’d slashed at Malchus with a sword as he and his fellow soldiers tried to 
arrest Jesus.  He’d publicly disowned the Lord – oh, the very thought of it still made him 
shiver.  But now?  No more bluster.  No more boasting.  No more arrogance.  No more 
thinking he was better than the rest.  Just humility:  “You know that I love you.  You know 
that I love you.  You know that I love you” he’d responded to Jesus’ questions around the 
campfire after they’d had breakfast together courtesy of Jesus.  Yes, Jesus knew it alright.  
This wasn’t the first time he’d spoken with Peter since his resurrection.  He’d met with him 
before, alone, according to Lk 24:34 & 1 Cor 15:5.  We can only imagine what happened on 

that occasion – Peter, most probably, broken and ashamed: “How can you ever forgive me, 
Lord?  I’ve let you down so badly”.  Jesus, gracious and merciful as ever: “Of course I forgive 



you, Peter.  I know that deep down in your heart you love me.  I know how much you want to 

please me and serve me.  Remember what happened that night, Peter.  Never forget the 
lesson you learned.  Never take your eyes off me.  The moment you think you’re in control is 
the moment you’ll lose control.  Now, cheer up.  I’ve got work for you to do”.   

But that private word of forgiveness and encouragement had to be turned into a public 
reinstatement if Peter was going to receive the respect and authority he needed in order to 
carry out the work Jesus had for him to do.  And that’s why Peter had to face up to this 

difficult and embarrassing personal examination.  At the time, he undoubtedly felt hurt by 

it; but afterwards, he realised how important a moment it was in his life, for it was there 
that the Lord commissioned him publicly for future service – a pastoral ministry, defined not 
in terms of status but in terms of serving; “tend, feed, take care of my sheep”.  And from 
what we know from the Acts of the Apostles and from the two letters written by the man 
himself, the new Peter, the wiser Peter, the forgiven Peter clearly made the best possible 
use of the commission he was given by Jesus.  But Peter’s restoration wasn’t just intended 
to make him feel better about himself or the failures of the past; it was designed to 
motivate him to continue the work Jesus had begun on earth; to lead others to follow Jesus 

in the way he himself had learned to do.   
That, of course, is the reason why any of us is forgiven and restored by Jesus – to take the 
message of forgiveness and restoration to others; to continue the work Jesus had begun on 

earth; to lead others to follow Jesus in the way we ourselves have learned to do.  That 
requires a faithfulness and commitment to Jesus from us that’s genuine and sincere; that’s 
clearly evident in the way we live; bringing about a way of life that’s an example for others 
to follow.  You see, the question that Jesus repeated three times to Peter, is a question that 

Jesus asks each one of us repeatedly when we read his Word or hear it preached.  He 
doesn’t ask us, “Do you enjoy coming to church on a Sunday?  Do you think the Gospel is 
true?  Do you live a good life?  Do you try your best to do what’s right?  Do you live a 
religious life?”  No!  The question is much more basic and simple than all of these.  It’s “Do 
you love me?”  Perhaps some of us feel that things we’ve done in the past prevent us or 
disqualify us from loving him – whatever we’ve done, Jesus can more than match it in 
forgiveness.  Our sins have been taken care of on the cross!  Jesus has done everything 
that’s needed to deal with our sin and repair the damage it has done to our relationship 

with God – so there’s nothing to stop us from loving Jesus and leading others to follow him.   
When we come to appreciate what all of this means for us personally, perhaps the words of 
a chorus I learned many years ago help us to express our feelings and provide us with a 
suitable response: “How can I but love him!  How can I but serve him!  How can I but give 
him my all?  How can I but offer the best for the Master in answer when I hear him call?  To 

Jesus I bring all the love I can bring; bow down before him and own him as king.  Let each 
passing moment be filled with your presence.  Accept, Lord, the prayer of my heart”.   

Is that the prayer of your heart?  To love him and serve him?   
 
Now watch/listen/sing along with this song in which we say: “Your majesty, I can but bow, I 
lay my all before you now” – it’s ‘King of Kings, majesty’ – here’s the link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGnpfYqwO8k  
 If you don’t have internet access, please play a suitable track from one of your CDs.   
 
Please pray for others as you finish, perhaps picking up on some of the thoughts in the 

introduction above.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGnpfYqwO8k


Activity for Children: (thanks, Hayley!) 
I’m sure that many of you have never felt more creative, constantly thinking of new ways to 

fill your child’s day whilst at home, so it has been amazing that the weather has allowed 
many of us to get outside. This week, I’m hoping that the weather will also be as good on 
Sunday so that you and your children can host your very own sports day.  

 
You can include as many or as few races as you would like, and the content of the races are 

completely up to you (creative freedom), the only race that you do need to include is a relay 

race ensuring that you have an object to act as the baton to pass on to each other. You can 
go all out and dress up for the occasion, but again that is completely up to you.  
 
Either when you are setting the rules for your relay race or after your sports day, take time 
with your children to discuss what happens in a relay race.  
Discuss how in a relay race you pass on a ‘baton’ to the next person and as they run their bit 
with the baton the rest of the team is always cheering them on and encouraging them.  
 

Last Sunday we remembered the most amazing ‘emptiness’ as the tomb was empty and 
Jesus had rose again, and we were reminded that this shows us that Jesus is greater than 
anything else and that he died and rose again because he loves us so, so, much. We now 

have this incredible truth to believe for ourselves, but he doesn’t just want us to know this 
truth for ourselves and keep it to ourselves, but God wants it to affect how we live our lives 
every day and he wants us to tell others!  
 

Like the baton in a relay race, after he rose again, Jesus told his disciples to go out into all 
the world and to tell them about what Jesus had done for them and how they need him in 
their lives (because remember last week we were reminded that without God in our lives 
they are empty and he makes them full). We are to do the same and just like in a relay team 
we can also encourage and support each other as we use our lives to tell and show (through 
how we act and treat others) people about this amazing news that we have to share.  
 
Like every other week, send us in pictures of your ‘Family sports days’ to Hayley 

(07598329604) and they will be uploaded to the church Facebook page. We can’t wait to 
see what you all come up with and it is such an encouraging reminder that though we are 
apart we are all very much together. 


