
Easter Week Epilogues - Tuesday 

Please read Mark 14:27-42 (below) together and then pray, asking God to help us open our 
eyes to Jesus and discover everything there is to enjoy of God in this life.   
 
On the way [to the Mount of Olives], Jesus told them, “All of you will desert me.  For the 
Scriptures say, “God will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.”  But after I 
am raised from the dead, I will go ahead of you to Galilee and meet you there.” 
Peter said to him, “Even if everyone else deserts you, I never will.” 
Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, Peter—this very night, before the rooster crows twice, 
you will deny three times that you even know me.” 
“No!” Peter declared emphatically.  “Even if I have to die with you, I will never deny you!”  
And all the others vowed the same. 
They went to the olive grove called Gethsemane, and Jesus said, “Sit here while I go and 

pray.”  He took Peter, James, and John with him, and he became deeply troubled and 
distressed.  He told them, “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and 
keep watch with me.” 
He went on a little farther and fell to the ground.  He prayed that, if it were possible, the 
awful hour awaiting him might pass him by.  “Abba, Father,” he cried out, “everything is 
possible for you.  Please take this cup of suffering away from me. Yet I want your will to be 
done, not mine.” 
Then he returned and found the disciples asleep.  He said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep?  
Couldn’t you watch with me even one hour?  Keep watch and pray, so that you will not give 
in to temptation.  For the spirit is willing, but the body is weak.” 
Then Jesus left them again and prayed the same prayer as before.  When he returned to 
them again, he found them sleeping, for they couldn’t keep their eyes open.  And they 
didn’t know what to say. 

When he returned to them the third time, he said, “Go ahead and sleep.  Have your rest.  
But no—the time has come.  The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.  Up, let’s 

be going.  Look, my betrayer is here!”. 
 
You can watch a video by Peter as he reflects on what we’ve just been reading – you’ll find it 
at www.facebook.com/muckamorepc  
 
Or here’s his thoughts ‘on paper’… 
 
It’s been a busy day – a busy week, in fact – but you’re out for a get-together with some 
friends at their house.  The supper was great; the room cosy, the chat good but you just 
can’t keep your eyes open!  You know you’re drifting in and out of the conversation but you 

can’t help yourself.  Your phone pings as a Whats App or text message arrives and it makes 
you jump – did anyone notice, do you think?  You hope not, but you suspect they did… 

Peter could sympathise with you; he had a similar experience one night with Jesus.  It had 
been a busy week and they’d been together all evening with the rest of the disciples having 
a Passover meal.  When they’d finished, they headed out to the Mount of Olives.  As they 
walked along, Jesus dropped a bit of a bomb-shell – he talked about them deserting him.  
One of the OT prophets had pictured it long ago – “God will strike the shepherd and the 

http://www.facebook.com/muckamorepc


sheep will be scattered”.  “But”, Jesus added, “after I’m raised from the dead, I’ll go ahead of 

you into Galilee”.   

Peter couldn’t believe his ears.  What was he talking about?  He’d never run out on Jesus; no 
way!  The others might, but not him!  But then Jesus dropped an even bigger bomb-shell – 
Peter wouldn’t just desert him, he’d disown him – not once, but three times that very same 
night!  Peter was shocked; devastated; hurt, even – what was Jesus talking about?  “I’ll die 
with you before I’d disown you” he blustered – the others said the same thing.   

By that time, they’d reached Gethsemane – an olive grove at the foot of the Mount of 
Olives.  He told them all to sit down and wait for him while he went into the garden to pray.  
He took Peter, James and John with him and as they walked a bit further he became visibly 
upset and distressed, telling them “the sorrow in my heart is so great that it almost crushes 
me.  Stay here and keep watch”.  The three sat down and wrapped their robes around them 
to keep warm - they nodded off; couldn’t keep their eyes open.  It happened three times, 

according to Mark, as Jesus went back and forward to pray by himself.  Luke tries to take the 
bad look off things for them, saying they were “exhausted from sorrow”.  Sorrow at what?  
The things Jesus had said were going to happen to him – or them?  Peter was so mixed up; 
his thoughts all jumbled up to the point where sleep overtook him.  So much for not 
deserting Jesus.  So much for not disowning him.  He’d disappointed Jesus – again.   

Do you know what that feels like?  I do.  We can be so like Peter – all talk and no action.  “I’ll 
do this for you, Jesus” but never quite get round to it.  “I’ll not let you down, Jesus” but the 
words are hardly out of our mouths until we do.  And not just the once – but countless 
times.  But there’s hope – “The time has come” Jesus tells them.  What time?  The time for 
Jesus to deal with all of our shortcomings and failures and enable us to turn over a new leaf 
and live more and more the way he wants us to live – in right relationship with God through 
what Jesus has done on the cross and in coming back to life – struck down by God, then 

raised up again by God – going on ahead of us so that we can be where he is – one with his 
Father forever.  Don’t fall asleep and miss out; open your eyes to Jesus and discover 
everything there is to enjoy of God in this life – and then in the life to come. 


