
Dear Member, 

As you will no doubt have heard, already, the Presbyterian Church in Ireland issued formal advice earlier 

this week regarding worship and all other aspects of local congregational life in light of the Covid-19 

pandemic.  As a result, we will not be gathering for worship on Sundays in Muckamore, until further notice, 

and all week-time activities and events have also been cancelled, until further notice. 

It’s really heart-breaking that we find ourselves in this situation but please be encouraged by the fact that 

the church is still active as God’s people live and work and care for others within our community and world.   

Please be sure to follow the advice coming to you from the government and Public Health Agency so that 

you help to increase the likelihood of staying virus-free yourself and helping others to do so.   

Please continue to pray for people such as:  

• those who are most at risk 

• those who are self-isolating 

• NHS staff caring for the sick 

• government and Public Health officials charged with decision-making 

• those facing financial and other challenges in their businesses, work and personal lives 

• people who are unable to return home due to travel restrictions 

• missionaries and relief agency personnel working in other parts of the world.   

Together with myself, our Pastoral Visitor, Lynn Falls; Youth Worker, Hayley Cullen and Elders will be 

keeping in touch with as many of our members as possible by telephone, text or email – unfortunately, we 

don’t have contact details for everyone but will do our very best to get any we don’t have. 

Lynn and myself will be offering pastoral support by telephone to members who are at higher risk from the 

virus and those whom we know have ongoing health issues.   

Hayley will be keeping in touch with our teenagers to provide pastoral support and other encouragement.  

Elders will be keeping in touch with families in their districts not included on the list being covered by Lynn 

and myself.   

Please keep us informed if you or anyone you know of within the congregation falls ill, is self-isolating or 

needs other pastoral help by telephoning the Manse on 028 94462157.   

Those of us who enjoy coming together for worship at 11.00am on Sunday mornings will find it very 

strange not to be able to do so for the foreseeable future.  Somehow, it just won’t feel like Sunday for us.  

That being so, we hope to produce and upload to our website – www.muckamore.com – and an updated 

Facebook page to be launched over the next few days – www.facebook.com/muckamorepc  – weekly 

devotional materials to encourage personal and family worship.  We will also include or signpost details of 

materials provided by PCI centrally over the coming weeks.  We will be publishing our monthly Prayer Diary 

as usual.  Our hope is that within each of our homes we will use these, and other materials, for family 

worship at the time we would usually have been meeting together in Muckamore – 11.00am on Sunday 

mornings.  We would also encourage you to log on to services being streamed online by other PCI 

congregations.   

Things will no doubt change in various ways as the weeks go on, but this is our starting point. 

Funerals and weddings will continue as far as possible, but restrictions will mean that numbers attending 

will have to be reduced, largely, to family.  We appreciate that this will be upsetting for the families 

involved but we must play our part in helping to suppress the advance of the virus. 

In just a few weeks, it will be Easter.  Some of you may have received the leaflets our Elders were to give to 

the families in their districts.  One of the cards had a Bible passage and a prayer on it.  Please use these on 

your own or with your family so that we have a sense of fellowship with each other as we use the same 

words together.   

http://www.muckamore.com/
http://www.facebook.com/muckamorepc


Reading from Mark 15: 

“They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”).  Then they 

offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.  And they crucified him.  Dividing up his 

clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get.  It was nine in the morning when they crucified him.  

The written notice of the charge against him read: “the king of the Jews”.  At noon, darkness came over 

the whole land until three in the afternoon.  And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.  And when the 

centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of 

God!”  

Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, as we think about the words of the reading from Mark 15, we recognise the great cost 

Jesus paid in coming to be our Saviour.  The darkness and pain of those six hours that Friday must have 

been almost unbearable.  And yet, as your Son, we thank you it was impossible for death to keep its 

hold on him and you raised him back to life on the third day.   

We have failed you, ourselves and others in so many ways. 

We have followed our own desires and lost our true purpose in life.  We have become weary from the 

anxieties of life. 

Turn us back to yourself, Lord, that we might find the forgiveness, purpose and deliverance we need.   

We ask it for Jesus’ sake, Amen. 

In the weeks ahead, please remember that the Lord Jesus knows what it feels like to be isolated and alone 

as he hung on the cross, taking upon himself our sin, taking up our infirmities and carrying our sorrows, as 

Isaiah 53 tells us.  And remember, too, that God has made new life possible for us in Jesus’ victory over sin 

and death in his resurrection.  God is the one we worship and it is in him that hope is to be found.  So draw 

strength from him and take courage in the hope we have in him. 

You might like to listen to the following song by Stuart Townend: 

“There is a hope that burns within my heart” – hear it at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_yv5yGZnBc 

Yours in Christ, 

Peter Dickinson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_yv5yGZnBc

